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Thi guest rocrms ore decoratod
I aroleked copstal palotte of
blus, whito and sand tonos,
FACING PAGE Exatically
patternod wallpapers and
antiqus ploces add parsonality
to this deluxe guast suite,
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stay | KILLCARE NSW

THERE ARE ROLLING green lawns, 2 oottage garden and chooks
Acroas o gravel road s the sobited beauty of the

runnugg free
CLOCKWISE FROM ARDYE A guest cotlage nestled Bouddi Peninsula Mational Park, with s beautifil beaches and
i the established gardens at Bells, the library in the panoramic bash eraals. Wath all this just 3 ®0-kilometre hop from
mabn manor housa whore QUSRS Can uvncl, wach ¥

i Svdney, theres no doubt the loeation of the Bells ||-.r|:|||:;'||.|c' hioeel
BUEAT Slaibd Fais i own kitchenatie and din i) Al ‘ r

and restaunrant at Killeare seks all the :I.HIII bevsees
"Wou have a nice mix of coast and country hece,” ways co-owner

Karima Brown, Karina and bushand Brian have overseen the '
rransformation of the BSW Central Coase destinacion, wiich
includes luxurious, |.-:1ll::|ls_:-'.'-~.l':.'!|: sccammedation and 3 restaurant
dirceted by famed Svdney chef Stefano Manfredi.
Oyperating Bells 15 something of a sea change for Karma and
Brian, They were running the Flunter Roesort ag Pokolban in
MNEW"s Hunter Valley when they were approached to redevelap
and take over the Bells site, which had been 2 B & B=style
i_ue:-lhml-:;' They '|]:|l|1-\.'l.| at the chance, quic l-cl:,. movied ther
= family — James, 11, and Emma, 10 — into a house just down
the road from the hatel and got so wark,

"The onginal building was very chintey and Roral, and not
particularly welcoming,” Kanna says. “Chur brief was, *Let’s
open it up as 1F it a home and create something unpretentious’”

In the mam l'!|:|1|.,|!|:|g_ which houses the restaurant, |||_1:.|'r!.' and
bar, they knocked oot walls to create a space that’s roomier and

flled wlrh |||_ e e Sig ner Chrisae _]q\. ery was called 1n to devise
a more modern, vet n'I.l.‘:u| interior. The resuls 1s distinctively
Australian but essentially elegane, with 105 crisp blue and white
coastal palette and understated, weathered finishes

“We wanted that light, fresh airy feel,” Karina says

The Bl-sest restaurant has esiablished z salid reputation, anid
within a year of opening was awarded a chef's hat in the 2004
."r;.n'l.-n:. .'I.I'.lr.ll.'rJ_L Henddid Good Food Crnide, D spate 163 |_1j;._ ~CIby
intecedents, Manfredi’s cuisine also offers down-to-carth




ABOVE A lusurious bathnoam in one of
Ehuir g isnd sustod, RIGHT Karing and one

al the hans that eeas in tha hotals
graunds. BELOW & covaded deck thak
lmacly ol one of the suites is decoratad
with contamporany wicked lurnlture

country charni, Everyehing, from bread to gelato, is made on the
premses, '.|1-:'-||-_;;|| s the well-stocked chttage F,-lr'\-lll-'lil that
garners most attention. Surrounded by fig and olive trees, the
garden is filled with an exotic mix of herbs and vegerables, and 1s
harvested datly to supply the restaurant,

“Stefano loves the fact there’s o garden here,” says Karina,
“Thar's a special attraction for a chef.”

For Karina, the chief attraction is the location — and the Ger Bells
is just a stone's throw from both the coast and the national park.

“My favourite thing to do is the Maitland Bay Walk," she says.
*“Wou follow round the whole ¢liff face and there are beauriful
wiews ot o Palm Beach as well”

The perfect vist to Bells, she says, would be a Friday night
arrival, followed by a Saturday spent walking in the national
park and exploring the nearby township of Hardys Bay,

“You get a breakfast hamper in the room, which is really
auite romantic,” she saye. “And then on Sunday, you would
liave a beautiful Sunday luneh i the restanrane,”

There are more improvements underway at Bells, with a new
day spa almest completed and plans o add extra accommuodation
contages to the mix. But for now, Karina and Brian are happy
with their results and are enjoying thele new commumity.

*We do a locals’ night at the restaveant on Tuesdays, with two
courses and a glass of wine for 835 — and it's packed.” Karina
savs. “Peaple say it's not worth cooking at home and that sort
||['|_|1||||_l\. ||'..|L|_--. RES BN Jid |'l."n]|.'!]l.' s

Life running a hotel and restavrant may be a 24-hour a day
|-|1|r, bur Karina insasis I||||'1_. wtldn' have it ALY other way,
AL et Lo lowve thie imwilustry,” she LEIS “Char kids have
roswn up in i and | grew wp in it toa. It's in your blood.™ #
Befls fa ap 10O7 The Seenle Road, Killcare Beach NEFE
{2 A At 2400w il he s comm.
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