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PLACES TO GO, THINGS TO SEE Editor: Leigh-Ann Pow

SHOP GIRL

STEPHANE . ; = I g | arn adept at navigating my way around London,
REYNAUD TN ol oy Paris and New York, but Milan? Non capisco
ltakana. I'm due in Milan for the Fumiture Fair to
buy some booty for my job: intericr stylist, In my
line of work, you are only as good a8 your last
prop, 50 | have coma to the northern Italian cty to
by up the incredibe linen, glassware and the odd
indulgence that Milanese stores are renowned for.
While a shopping service goes against my
natural impulse — we shylists are trained like sniffer
dogs to hunt down the un-findable and source the
incredible — | have litthe time, and importanthy, very
litthe Italian, So | enfist the help of a service that
gats my attention with is “shop and ship” tag ine.
It's one thing to buy up big on napeny, a couple
e & of plates and those small packable itemns, but
smelly cheeses, official French I'm after some big haul this Tp. Mot only does
bovine breeds and essential tools N Woridwide Shopping Tours pick you up from
when deal thrown in . your hotel, drive you around (in a discraet black
Mercedes-Benz) and provide the senvices of
a local guide (githough Augusta can hardly »
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first class

be called a guide, mone like a walking
encyclopedia of Milanese retail) 20 vou can
shop hands- and hassle-free, they can also

ship up to 20 kilegrams of booty back to your

home (or waork) address. Brief them an the

nature of your guilty pleasure (vintage chathing,
textiles, shoes, homewares, fashion outlats ...

and they will respond with an itinerary to suit,
Taking my first espresso of the day at Alta
Moda (a shop where you can actuaihy Duy
the chairs you dine on), | spot an antigue
Venatian birdcage with sweet etched glass
insarts, it's beautiful, Realy beautifull If | was
shopping solo, there is no way | would even
contemplate ownership given its size and
Tragility. | give the nod: Augusta brokers my
deal, driver George places it in the back of our
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Mearcedes and | continue shopping. At the
end of the day, their dispatch people pack
it [superbly, by the way) along with my other
purchases, all of which armve at my door

before | have even recoverad from my et lag.

Mow this is all well and good, but | know
all oo well what a slippery stope hands-
free, shipped-home shopping can be (the
company operates throughout Europe,
Asia-Pacific, the Middle East and beyond).
Who knows what | will be game encugh to
nab next? With a trip to France coming up,
I know I'll be contamplating igger, morna
elusive and much more fragile purchases,
just because | can Megan Maorton
Tel: 1300 558 203;
www. worldwideshoppingtours.com.au.

Absolut Vodka
18 getting into
the swing of
the festive
season with its
latest limited-
edition bottle.
which comes
all dressed up
in its own red
sequined suit.

The chance to  |!
venture inside ||
the mind of !
British design
legend Sir

The ultra-modeam
the hip hot

hand-blown glass containers, filled
with mraady rose soap petals and
confetti, Visit www.SaISon.com.au.

FH WWW VOGLIECOM AL

updated un
who has 50
name of enhanc

I
| decade. r\.c
I

L.au.

| THE Hz'p::JEQ HOTEL

uifra-hip Mondnan LA almost single-handedly invented

neze that has been so prevalent in hospitality for the last

npe Starck-designed establishment has been

hful eve of designer Benjamin MNoriega-Crtiz,

2 of Starck's now legendary minimalist lines in the

a rather than eradicating. Visit www mondrianhotel.com
e

IE‘] ence Conran
in Inspiration
Conran
ctopus, $70).
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